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"BETTER CODES MAKE SAFER BUILDINGS"


COLA Monthly Meeting Minutes
Carlo Piff, COLA President, called the monthly business meeting at the HBAMM (Home Builders Association of Metro Mobile), located at 1613 S. University Blvd, Mobile, AL, to order at 1 p.m. and Jeremy Stewart immediately began the meeting with the invocation, followed by the pledge of allegiance. After the pledge, Carlo asked if everyone had a chance to review the minutes from last month's meeting and if there were any concerns. No concerns were raised before Carlo called for a motion to approve the minutes as prepared. Jeremy Williams made the motion, and Nathan Goleman seconded it. All members present voted in favor of accepting the minutes as presented.
Laurel Boothe then presented the monthly treasury report. The starting balance for August was $14,649.25. There were two electronic transactions and two checks written in August: check number #1035 in the amount of $800.00 to Mr. Hubbard CPA for back and current tax filings, check number 1036 in the amount of $275.00 to Mr. Hubbard CPA for 501(c)(3) reinstatement, a card purchase at Walmart in the amount of $34.01 to supply drinks and snacks for the August Lunch and Learn, and an electronic payment to Camellia Specialties in the amount of $2,832.43 for our upcoming Mid-Winter Conference registration gifts. Carlo Piff then asked for a motion to accept the treasury report as stated. Alan Stevens made the motion, and Jeremy Stewart seconded it. The measure passed unanimously.
Old Business
	Carlo Piff explained that, as Laurel stated during her treasury report, COLA’s back taxes and current taxes have been filed and paid, and the paperwork for COLA’s 501(c)(3) status has been submitted. We are now awaiting verification that the reinstatement has been completed.
	Mr. Piff then mentioned August’s Lunch and Learn hosted by the Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute, noting they did a fantastic job and it was very well received. He also said that CISPI purchasing the food for the lunch and learn was greatly appreciated.
	Next on the list of topics was the upcoming ICC National Conference in Cleveland from October 18th to 23rd. Attendees he knows of include himself, Jeremy Stewart, Jeremy Williams, and Tim Jordan. This should be a great conference as always, especially with the upcoming change in the code cycles. Anyone interested in attending must register quickly.
	Carlo shared that he will be busy lining up speakers for the upcoming COLA Mid-Winter Conference. Carlo said he had spoken to a couple of people who are willing to participate. He shared that if we know anyone we would like to have participate, we should reach out to them or inform the board members, and we'll take it from there.
	The next item on the agenda was a briefing on our upcoming Mid-Winter Conference Registration gifts. Carlo mentioned that not only have the gifts been paid for, but he and Jeremy Williams picked them up, and they are currently stored at the Mobile County Inspections Office. 
		Mr. Piff then brought to our attention the PRO Codes Act, which, as stated in last month's minutes, is that “America's codes and standards are vital to ensuring public health and safety and are developed by and for building safety professionals like you. ICC reinvests the revenue generated by the codes you develop into technical staff, IT infrastructure, code development committees, and to fund in-person hearings. Each element is essential to ensure top-quality codes. That revenue also allows ICC to invest in the future of building safety by providing scholarships, chapter support, educational benefits, career development opportunities, and more. Your effort and participation make the process possible and sustainable.”
In recent years, free rider companies that contribute nothing to the code development process have been profiting from the fruits of your labor. These companies have decided that they can take your work and sell it to others without having developed or paid for it themselves. To protect the code development process and to prevent unauthorized and erroneous copies of codes from being published, a coalition of standards organizations and a bipartisan group of lawmakers created the Pro Codes Act. The Pro Codes Act ensures that the public will have free access to codes and standards while preserving the ownership rights of the code and standard developers.” Carlo mentioned that not only can organizations such as COLA support the Act, but individuals can also demonstrate their support as well by going online and signing the petition.
	The next topic of old business was an update on the COLA website, colaicc.com. Dan Mancini provided a brief overview of the website along with a demonstration. He noted that since it is new, there will be features we want to add or modify, and anyone with suggestions should email him at Daniel.mancini@mobilecountyal.gov. Dan explained that the website development firm offers only one free hour per month for edits and updates, but he has arranged for them to share access with him so he can make changes as needed, relying on them when necessary to stay within the one-hour limit. 
	Next, Carlo shared the dates for the upcoming Construction Exam Center classes in Mobile, AL. The CEC will be here December 8-12 and again April 20-24, 2026. Be sure to sign up promptly.
New Business
The first new business Carlo mentioned was that in 2026, the AAPGMI Annual Conference will be held in Orange Beach from September 29 to October 2. This will be the first time it has been held in our area, and everyone is encouraged to attend. Start planning now. You can access their website here: aapgmi.com.
Carlo then mentioned the need to start considering forming a food committee for COLA’s upcoming Mid-Winter Conference. Jeremy Williams, Mike Odom, and Laurel Boothe volunteered to be part of that committee.
Finally, Jeremy Williams and Carlo Piff mentioned a potential date of Wednesday, January 28, 2026, for our annual end-of-year business meeting. Currently, this is only a tentative date.
Around the Room
	Mark Kennedy brought to our attention that he has been noticing a lot of mold and mildew problems with spray foam homes, especially in the attics. He mentioned there is a real need to lower the air changes per hour in spray-foamed attics from 5 to 3 and suggested it be discussed with the board overseeing the new codes.
Motion to Adjourn   
Jeremy Williams motioned to adjourn, and Mike Odom seconded the motion. Motion carried.
The next COLA Meeting will be held on October 9, 2025, at the HBAMM (Home Builders Association of Metro Mobile) at 1613 S. University Blvd, Mobile, AL, at 1 pm.

Minutes recorded and submitted by:		Daniel Mancini	09/11/2025
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