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"BETTER CODES MAKE SAFER BUILDINGS"


COLA Monthly Meeting Minutes
Carlo Piff, COLA President, called the monthly business meeting at the HBAMM (Home Builders Association of Metro Mobile) located at 1613 S. University Blvd, Mobile, AL, to order at 11:00 a.m. and immediately started the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. After the pledge, Carlo Piff suspended the meeting and invited attendees to help themselves to shredded barbecue chicken, chips, cookies, and cold drinks.
Once the attendees had prepared their plates and returned to the tables, Ms. Darlene Burt, Director of Compliance and Continuing Education, gave an update from the Home Builders Licensure Board to the members of the Code Officials of Lower Alabama. Ms. Burt delivered a comprehensive and engaging presentation on the requirements for homebuilders, contractors, and subcontractors, including the possible fines and penalties for unlicensed or substandard work. She also explained the resources available from the Homebuilders Licensure Board for both code officials and the public.
Next, Carlo Piff introduced Ms. Alexis Kyman, Regional Manager of Government Relations for the International Code Council. Ms. Kyman introduced herself, explained that she had taken over for Mark Roberts, and then provided the attendees with an update on ICC activities. She also briefed the members on the Pro Codes Act, H.R. 4072 (learn more by following the attached link to congress.gov). A brief explanation from Ms. Kyman (via email): “America's codes and standards are vital to ensuring public health and safety and are developed by and for building safety professionals like you.  ICC reinvests the revenue generated by the codes you develop in technical staff, IT infrastructure, code development committees, and to fund in-person hearings. Each element is essential to ensure top-quality codes. That revenue also allows ICC to invest in the future of building safety by providing scholarships, chapter support, educational benefits, career development opportunities, and more. Your effort and participation make the process possible and sustainable.
In recent years, free rider companies that contribute nothing to the code development process have been profiting from the fruits of your labor. These companies have decided that they can simply take your work and sell it to others without having developed or paid for it themselves. To protect the code development process and to prevent unauthorized and erroneous copies of codes from being published, a coalition of standards organizations and a bipartisan group of lawmakers created the Pro Codes Act. The Pro Codes Act ensures that the public will have free access to codes and standards while preserving the ownership rights of the code and standard developers.” 
After completing her brief, Ms. Kyman asked if there were any questions. Todd McClung inquired, “How often at these conferences (ICC Annual Conference) are they actually having voting participation?” Mr. McClung explained that the Long Beach conference didn’t, and said that previous conferences had voting, but he was aware that ICC had changed the process. He asked if Ms. Kyman could clarify that. Ms. Kyman responded that she thought voting occurred at every conference, but she also noted that she has only been with ICC since February (after the annual conference). She added she was willing to “check into that.” 
Ms. Kyman then shared that the ICC annual conference is scheduled for October in Cleveland, Ohio, and that early-bird registration ends on September 12th, after which the price will go up. She explained that hotels are filling up quickly, and those who register during the early-bird period will receive a free polo shirt.
Following Ms. Kyman’s presentation, Carlo Piff reconvened the regular business meeting, encouraging anyone who had not signed in to do so before leaving and to include their email address. Carlo explained that we need their email address so we can email their CEU certificate to them. Jeremy Williams then informed everyone that we were still waiting for approval and requested that everyone allow some time before submitting their CEUs. The name of the class should be “The Mobile Homebuilders Licensure Board Meeting.”
Old Business
	Carlo Piff then shared that last month we had an ICC day of training at the Simpson Strong-Tie office, which was a “beautiful place out there, with a very good speaker, and very quantitative,” adding that he saw many of the same faces there as here. Carlo expressed our interest in having more of those events and asked if anyone had suggestions for lunch and learns, encouraging them to share with him or any board members. He explained that the reason this Lunch and Learn event took place was due to Don Marshall, and mentioned that any of us could be the reason for the next one, urging everyone present to “be active in that regard.” 
	Mr. Piff again mentioned that the ICC National Convention would be in late October, and Jeremy Williams shared that the dates would be from the 19th to the 22nd. 
	Then Carlo mentioned that we have another Lunch and Learn next month, hosted by the Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute (Mr. Kevin Gaston). The session will be held on August 14th at HBAMM from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
	The next issue Carlo addressed was that we received a letter some time ago from the IRS, stating that we no longer have charitable tax-exempt status. We tried to contact the person we had been working with, Mr. Hubbard, but didn't get much cooperation. Carlo has now reached out to another CPA nearby, who said it wasn't within their expertise but connected him with a company that specializes in this area. Currently, Carlo is working with them to figure out what they need from us and reviewing the information to possibly provide a quote for us to regain our tax-exempt status. He mentioned that they think it shouldn't be too difficult because we are not a large organization with a lot of money.
New Business
	Carlo also mentioned that we are updating the bank account to reflect the current board members, and we plan to visit Regions Bank after today's meeting to complete that.
	Next, Carlo mentioned that everyone should have received an email with the minutes from last month's meeting and requested a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Mr. Todd McClung made the motion, and Mr. Jeremy Williams seconded it. The motion was then put to a vote and passed unanimously.
	Ms. Laurel Boothe then presented the members with the monthly treasurer’s report. She explained the starting balance for last month was $14,849.12, with two deposits: $270.00 for membership dues from Saraland and an $18.51 credit for items returned to Sam's Club from the ICC training day. There were withdrawals for Sam’s Club ($127.33), Pizza Hut ($226.61, both related to the ICC training day), and GoDaddy ($25.16 for purchasing the domain name cola.icc.com). These transactions resulted in an ending balance of $14,758.53. Jeremy Williams made a motion to accept, and Todd McClung seconded it. All votes cast were in favor of approving the Treasurer’s report.
Around the Room
	Dan Mancini provided a brief update on the colaicc.com website, explaining that by the end of next week, KWSM should have a template for us to review and modify. Mr. McClung asked, “If the website were through ICC, and if they would maintain it?” The answer was yes to both questions, and Ms. Kyman explained that it is an ICC member benefit: as long as we purchase the domain name, they will maintain it.
	Jeremy Williams then shared that he received an email from Camelia Trophy during the presentation with a quote for the straw and boonie hats to be used as registration gifts for our upcoming Mid-Winter Conference. Jeremy explained that the quote was for 75 straw hats and 25 boonie hats. The total cost is $2,723.88. Jeremy provided a brief description of what the hats would look like. He also stated that he would like to lock in the price today to avoid any future price increases due to tariffs. Todd McClung made a motion to approve the purchase, and Mike Odom seconded it. All votes cast were in favor.
	Jeremy Williams also mentioned that the Construction Exam Center (CEC) will be back from December 8th to 12th and encouraged everyone to register online. Additionally, our August 14th meeting will be a lunch and learn, and we will have pizza again.
	Graham Green with Smart Home America shared that the new Fortified standard will take effect in November. He also mentioned that, with this change, roofers will need to complete a certification course and pass a test before they can install a fortified roof. Additionally, Graham said that the deadline for the Strengthen Alabama Homes Fortified Roof Grant has just passed for this quarter but will reopen in October. The program is also expanding to Escambia, Jefferson, and Tuscaloosa Counties.
Motion to Adjourn   
Jeremy Williams motioned to adjourn, and Mike Odom seconded the motion. Motion carried.
The next COLA Meeting will be held on August 14, 2025, at the HBAMM (Home Builders Association of Metro Mobile) at 1613 S. University Blvd, Mobile, AL, at 11 am.








Minutes recorded and submitted by:		Daniel Mancini	07/10/2025
COLA Secretary
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