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COLA Monthly Meeting Minutes
December 12th, 2024
Jeremy Stewart called the meeting to order, gave the invocation and then led the Pledge of Allegiance. Jeremy Stewart asked for a motion to approve of last month’s minutes. Mike Odom made a motion to approve the minutes of our November 15th meeting. Nathan Goleman seconded. Motion carried. The Treasurer’s report was tabled as Laurel Boothe was unable to make the meeting. Nathan Goleman made the motion to table the Treasurer’s report and Mike Odom seconded. Motion carried.
Old Business
Jeremy Stewart mentioned the November Lunch and Learn presentation and several people commented that it was useful and the speaker was very knowledgeable.
New Business
We received a letter from the IRS revoking our Tax Exempt status. Per information from Jeremy Stewart, he has spoken with our accountant and expects that it should be resolved soon. Jeremy Stewart requested that we vote on a spending allowance for additional giveaway’s for the COLA Conference in January. We received some cash, gift cards from Foosackly’s, and Jeremy wanted to add to that. Nathan Goleman made a motion that we provide up to $250.00 additional for giveaway’s which was seconded by Gene Reynolds. Motion carried. Jeremy also asked the members to keep trying to solicit more prizes. The Food Committee for our COLA Mid-Winter Conference 2025, Jeremy Williams, Nathan Goleman and Tim Jordan, will help choose banquet location, daily menus, etc. Day 1 we will have the COAA cook trailer for Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and some chicken too. Day 2 will be sandwich platters from Newk’s or similar and on Friday everyone will be on their own after we close at midday. Jeremy Williams reported he has spoken with the Pelican Reef and has a verbal commitment from them and is awaiting written confirmation for the Yearly COLA Business Meeting/ Banquet with Elections and installation of officers. That will be on Wednesday, January 29th and we will send out more info as a reminder. COLA Conference registration gifts have been received and are in Jeremy’s truck. We’ll have beach towels, baseball caps and koozies. Upcoming COLA elections will take place in January at the Banquet after the Conference and we need to hear any more nominations from all interested members ASAP. COLA Mid-Winter Conference is scheduled January 22-24, 2025 and the Archer Center is already reserved. Jeremy Stewart proposed we again ask Janice Lilly to assist by working the registration table at our COLA Conference and that we should increase her compensation. Mike Odom made a motion we should pay her $150.00 for the three days and Nathan Goleman seconded. Motion carried. Jeremy Stewart has worked to line up vendors and speakers and most of that is complete. The COAA Conference will be May 5-9, 2025 in Orange Beach. 
Around the Room 
Graham Greene wished everyone a Merry Christmas and offered assistance to municipalities planning to adopt the 2024 Codes next year. Nothing is definite however four jurisdictions are actively working on adopting the 2024 I Codes, Daphne, Dauphin Island, Mobile County and the City of Mobile. Ted Blunt wished everyone a Merry Christmas and reminded us that the Alabama Board of Electrical Contractors (ABEC) is now under the Executive Director of the General Contractors Board in Montgomery AL.
Motion to Adjourn   Next COLA Meeting/ Business Meeting/ Elections/ Yearly Banquet January 29th, 2025 at the Pelican Reef 
Jeremy Williams made motion to adjourn, Mike Odom seconded.  Motion carried.
